August 21, 2007


Beach Erosion, It’s BAAACK. 

I know, enough already on Beach Erosion in the mid beach area of Miami Beach but I have to say it. There are four things to consider in dealing with this topic: Observation, Fact, Common Sense and Reality. Analizing these four things can yield a solution.

Observation:

When I first arrived in Miami Beach in 1994 and walked the boardwalk, the ocean was very close to the boardwalk in the area around 30th Street and I remember how particularly calming it was to hear and see the waves so close without actually walking along the shore. We had a very wide beach at 24th Street that got wider as you walked south and I thought this was natural and the way it had always been. 

Fact:

For some reason in the early 2000’s the dunes were widened by at least fifty feet effectively cutting the beach in half north of 23rd Street. I remember thinking that there was still plenty of beach and there must be some reason this was done. However, the dunes are nowhere near this wide along the newer beach walk south of 21st Street. Why is this?

DERM or some other government agency decided that adding boulders off the shore along the beach at 30th to 32nd Street and back filling with sand would solve the erosion problem and narrow beach. Instead all it did was give the Palms Hotel a beach it didn’t have before and take the beach away further south.

For the past four years, every summer, our quiet enjoyment of the beach is disrupted for the entire summer while sand is replenished to fill in the beach that washes away every year leaving a drop off as high as six feet between the land and beach between 26th and 29th Street. 

Common Sense:

If after 3 years of adding sand, why would doing it yet another year solve the problem? There have been many meetings to discuss this and now there will be an independent study. 

Reality:

They are still replenishing the beach and with the minor winds from hurricane Dean, there is already a two feet drop off at 28th Street.  We are feeding the sand to the ocean at the expense of out tax dollars. This is not a solution.

You have water at one level and you have ground at another level. There is a certain required angle or slope that is required between the two. We obviously do not have that.

Solution:

Put the beach sand back where the dunes are widening it back to where it was in the early 90’s. Then Re-grade the land/sand to give the proper angle.  It was working before and it should again.

We know that the boardwalk will be coming down and become a beach walk within the next decade because the state no longer considers the boardwalk to meet hurricane standards. This would be the time to redesign the ocean land pitch and solve the problem of erosion on our mid beach area. This may require a wall in some areas but the problem can be solved in the design of a new beach walk.

Remember, you cannot fool Mother Nature. You must figure out how to work with her and so far we’ve failed.
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