Soapbox: Parking Garage drama 

The Finance Committee recently met to discuss funding a proposed parking garage in Sunset Harbour. I watched in awe as the same people who vehemently opposed big box stores in their neighborhood last year but this year approved a “Fresh Market”, equally as big, now want a 600 space garage bringing more congestion and traffic to their neighborhood. 

All neighborhoods need parking to economically thrive. The Collins Park Neighborhood has had a garage funded for over five years. The hold up has been the City’s inability to negotiate a deal with a private developer, just like they haven’t for the Sunset Harbour Garage. The difference is that the Sunset Harbour developer has a purchase option on the Tremont Towing lot, part of the parking proposal package, that is about to expire forcing, according to the City Manager, review of an unacceptable proposal by the finance committee. That has never been allowed to happen with the private developer for the Collins Park Garage. His proposal is just as compelling and cost effective. Why is that? Do we have a double standard? The Collins Park Neighborhood is filled with cranes building 3 major projects and more pending all waiting for the promised and funded parking to be built. We need to move forward before our options also run out and the money reallocated elsewhere.  Currently people circle the neighborhood looking for parking to go to the Library, Bass Museum, Miami City Ballet, the beach and, ironically, the parking department.  Many hold monthly parking passes and can’t find the parking they have paid for. At least Sunset Harbour has the South Beach Local Bus.  Although we’ve complained, Collins Park doesn’t even have that option. What does a neighborhood have to do to rise above being an ugly stepchild who gets no love or respect?

The Finance Committee will be reconvening on this issue June 30th at 3 PM in the City Manager’s Conference Room.  Hopefully by then someone will answer why only this proposal is being crammed down the finance committee’s throat saying “this is Sunset Harbour’s last chance” while Collins Park remains in limbo.

Ray Breslin, president

Collins Park Neighborhood Association

