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September 9, 2005



To: 
Miami Beach Commission and City Manager


From:
Ray Breslin, president

Subject: Miami Beach Local (circulator bus)

I attended the first meeting for the proposed combined W bus route and the Electowave route into the Miami Beach Local at Rebecca Towers yesterday. There are 2 more meetings scheduled at City Hall to discuss this new service later this month. 

I sent you all an email over 2 weeks ago expressing my concern over the lack of a stop anywhere near Collins Park. Saul Gross was the only one of you to even respond to my concern. His comment was that he thought the new route was following the suggested circulator route for Baylink.  Actually, there were several proposals for the baylink circulator. One did include a stop in Collins Park. A lack of response from the rest of you makes me feel you do not care. I know this is not true but that is the feeling one gets from no response.

You all know the concerns that have been raised by the Collins Park Neighborhood Association regarding the services that we use to enjoy that have now vanished with all the impending development. Most services are now only available in the 41st Street business district or the Lincoln/Washington Area. This is a long shag for the residents in Collins Park. Yes, we are serviced by many Miami Dade buses at a cost of $1.50 each trip, but not considering us for the Miami Beach 25 cent Local is a travesty that you have the opportunity to rectify.

Geographically, we are naturally cut off from the rest of South Beach on our western border by the Convention Center that stretches from 17th Street to Dade Blvd. Having the circulator bus stop in Collin’s park would reconnect us. The City has spent a great deal of time, effort, and money developing and promoting Collin’s Park. This is a service we need and want. We represent a large geographical area of the beach and have one of the most active Neighborhood Associations.

Our suggestion is to have the local bus continue north on Washington instead of turning west on 17th. Go to Washington Ct./22nd Street and head east to Liberty which would place a stop right at the brand new state of the art Library, Miami City Ballet, and the Bass Museum. The bus should head north on Liberty Avenue one block and turn west onto 23rd Street. The bus would go again one block and turn southwest onto Dade Blvd. This goes directly past the high school. The bus can then turn south onto Convention Center Drive and pick up the current proposed route. 

Ironically there is still a sign for a shuttle stop for the Electowave on 23rd at Liberty. Hopefully no one waits there since that service ceased after the Collin’s Avenue street rebuilding project was completed over 2 years ago. That section of the Electowave was never successful because it was operated as a separate loop instead of an expanded route. It operated very erratically and at intervals of ½ hour if you were lucky. Of course that would fail. I ride public transportation. I do not own a car. We know what we need in Collin’s Park and we are desperately trying to tell you. Please do not sell us short. 

Adding this stop will allow residents and tourists alike from all over the beach to enjoy what Collins Park has to offer. It is our evolving Cultural Center. In addition, the circulator would be servicing over 400 residential units in the Lake Pancoast neighborhood, which is a unique walking neighborhood having two foot bridges from Liberty Avenue and Collins Avenue at 24th  Street connecting it to the beach and points south. Collins Park is plagued with a lack of parking. The local circulator would encourage people to leave their cars at home and avoid the hassles of parking. 

I would be happy to meet with you individually or collectively on behalf of CPNA in hopes that you will work with Miami Dade Transit to give us this stop.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Ray Breslin

