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May 21, 2007

Land Use Committee

City of Miami Beach

1700 Convention center Drive

Miami Beach, FL 33139

Dear Members of the Land Use Committee:

This letter is written to support the legislative amendment that the Historic Preservation Board recommended for the historic Sea Gull Hotel a.k.a. The Day’s Inn (The James).  The addition that the owners have proposed is clearly the best solution for the site.  It expands the existing rooms to the North and has no impact to the primary facades of the building and is adjacent to the 12 story Setai garage. 

Apparently this addition arguably violates two provisions of the zoning ordinance that were never meant to cover this situation.  We would hope that you support the City staff's and Historic Preservation Board's recommendation to allow for the expansion of existing hotel rooms on non primary facades where no additional units are being created. They have taken great care to be respectful of this property and are building the City’s first green hotel and we commend them. 

 As you know this is the last project East of Collins Avenue that has not been renovated or otherwise approved for new construction in the City’s Cultural Campus.  Being on the Park, it is the lynch pin for our neighborhood.  

At our Membership meeting, May 15th, 2007, CPNA voted unanimously to support the plan as submitted and want you to know more than anything, it is important not to drag this issue on. We have already experienced too many bogged down projects. We want to see the shovel go in the ground and only your expediency in this situation can make this happen. 

Thank you for your consideration,
Ray Breslin, president

c: Historic Preservation Board

255 West 24th Street CU-6

Miami Beach FL. 33140
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