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May 17, 2007

Fred Beckmann, Director of Public Works

City of Miami Beach

1700 Convention Center Drive

Miami Beach, FL 33139

Dear Fred:

As you are well aware, the 23rd Street Bridge was on the agenda at our membership meeting on May 15th. Our Association voted unanimously to reject the current proposal to replace the 23rd Street Bridge. It is our opinion that the bridge does not require reconfiguration. However, if this is the direction that the County wishes to go, please consider the residents affected by this change.

The current plan forces everyone tuning east onto 23rd to go to Collins Avenue which is already over congested and will get worse as all the new building projects up and down Collins Avenue are completed. We want to maintain a right turn onto Park Avenue from 23rd Street. Your current plan only shows a right turn from Park Avenue onto 23rd Street. We need both. Eliminating the left turn from Park to 23rd is OK and we understand why this must be done. 

We feel that whatever you try to do to have a north - south crosswalk on 23rd Street at Park Avenue will be difficult and is not needed. There is too much going on with the gas station there to have a safe crosswalk, so we would rather not have one. What is needed is to define the new pedestrian walkway and bike path on Liberty Avenue crossing 23rd going to Collins Park from the Lake Pancoast Neighborhood. That is where a light should be to insure some traffic calming and safety at this important crossing.

The new bridge plan does not take into account traffic flow through this neighborhood that is required for the residents, visitors to the Bass Museum, access to the loading dock for Miami City Ballet, or entrance/exit for the new parking garage to be built on this corner. You need to account for all the new residents that will occupy ArteCity and what might happen to traffic along 22nd Street and Washington Court if there are future plans to replace the Washington Avenue Bridge. I am a Mechanical Engineer and not a Structural Engineer but, by boat, there are more evident structural problems under both the Convention Center Drive and the Washington Avenue Bridges than on the 23rd Street Bridge. Ed DelFavero, from the fire department was at our meeting and said both the current bridge and the new bridge plan meet their safety requirement and that traffic calming at Dade, Pine Tree, and 23rd was really the issue to be resolved.

The County may not know all that is going on in our city but you and the City Manager do.  Please address all of our above concerns before you have a public forum on this issue or you will continue to have strong opposition from every organization and resident in our community. I know you were made aware of many of these concerns when you first brought the plan to the Collins Park Cultural Oversight Committee two years age and I have every confidence that you can steward this bridge project in a way that serves those of us who live and work here and who will be most impacted by these changes.

Thank you,

Ray Breslin, president CPNA

cc: City Manager, Mayor, and Commissioners

255 West 24th Street CU-6

Miami Beach FL. 33140
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